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{cope and defign thereof ) to the 


Oyerturning of the Ordinances and ion of 
C H R 1ST mn His Church. 


Againſta late Pzririox TR (in the 


ORober 5. 1 6 


T-cannot but ſadly aflie all render-hearted phony 

of -rhe intereſts of Chrift, that the Lord having for divert 

the beauty of His Ornament in majeſty among us, and. atrerward 
hay mg ſer up His fire in Z7on, and His furnace in Feruſalem, to take 

rroot of our proficiency under His Ordinances , there thoulſd fo much: 

Trofte wry "(cart appear among 1s : that oug ourward chaſtifements 

[t 


hat the licen- 
uy 


inould be attended with ſo many ſpirit _— judgements, an 
tiouſnefſe of the times hath not only looſed the reins ro Atherin, tirrel 

£10n and profanity in many , and opencd rhe door ro Seducers from with- 
our, to break-in upon this. Church; bur thac even from. among. ou! 
tclves ſome have ariſen, ſpeaking perveric things, who have ſpit mw 
their Mothers face in the day of rebuke , atid made defection from tin 
Dodrine of Chriſt and: His precious Ordinances, which ſhe in mercy en- 
toverh, AS th-ie Ines ( in thc holy 2111 FISH eous diipeniation of Go ; 
nave bread us no ſmall exerciſe and grief of heart itt our fration; $9 1t 
cannot but aUSMment Our JOFFOW , W hen we fnd that d1ntemper not On y 
continuing tobe a fmare and trial to the Lord's people rnder our cnarge 

bu. tag its upon the growing hand Ani tha. now [O0ME men are. not 

| A 


contented to make apoſtacy themſclyes, and to do what they can,by their 
ENRIP! e and acivity yn ſeduction, to enſnare others S'5 BUETICY Wiil al.o 
bent ther ourmo{t enteavours to pull down the hedge abour rhe om 
«ard , ant ro overturn all ſettlement of Religion among vs, that fa 

>rry May ve proclaimed, an ENCOUragennent held forth , to all -who: 

:fe to Lun Wilde ( under a pretence of now [1:51 ) mall abominarions 
roursand deſufions, until (1f mercy prevent. icnort ) the Lord's Plan- 

MN here be rurned into an howling wilderneſfe, and fo the way be pre- 
ared for pero Ki who 15 not atlee Pp in theſe rimes , an} whole hand 
S, NOE WIZ1GUE Ca c, luſpected by the ſober godly -1n the; '& a&tings ) to 
make a prey of us, "be the minds of peopic be to plagued wich Atheiin, 
by reaſon of their own and others reeling 11 the matters of Gol, that they 
vil] prove as capable of an jmprefhon of Heatheniſme as of Chriſtt- 


Ot theie.p "RIC tous practices, we have of lare met With a fad initance. 
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alls us forth ro g1ve our Teſtimony ar this Sp ) 1n that lome, 
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upon «dIcfrgne: beſt known to themſelves, has e. projected, an: if as WE 


Mte charity to bcfleve } eninared others ro OYn W! oh he mM 10a Petr. 
b + *. bs oy C . , . % q. PE 
D. tor-makin?.vo1d and abolithing all Civil < Sandtions cſtzblithing rhe 


CACInc. Ducipline an:{ Government of png Church ,- { the fruits of the 


ny praycrs ant fad ſufferings of the Go his and former ages )rhat 
hey may enjoy: a _ vaſt Toleration ai: COUPAgenient 1n imbra acimg 


eft Errours , which the Y ALC P1C; ed fo fer © Fund er the [paczou! Hanes 
t Liberties wy G:fpe [prin "Hedges, This unnatural pradtice, proceed- 
from among our felyes, and from ſome of theſe who once pretended 
ſpeak of a great hlefſedneſfe in | building LD. Tat NOW they Wou lt 
{tray and it} en” ON ing what now they abominatc . though we belies 
01-5 {is Thats much. i1poN the account of thoſe wit protecutc it,with 
cerning mcn-who a ww theo, and whom they grieve in this -matteg.; 
n:{ in thatreſpedt we could very cafily have paſſeil ir as a matter of lttle 
nent: Yet we conld notbur tremble to finde ſuch a Sp1rit amecng us, 
tand in the gap, 1h our itariGn, wherever 
Ny: hazaril to Truth and Religion 6-4 ante in. ths Church ; So We 
8, aſfinciic. leing ic 1s aftcrrecd 
- he the FErirlon of Joie within our "HE and charge. And: "NOUgn 
xe have hi therto CONnrented cur ly: esS With bear ing eſt1mony 402imnft 
*He1r Axe 12 Our ordinary Miniſte; n Tan re God might: | 
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our ſelyes to their conſciences, or done our duty to theſe of our reſpettive 
arges , without the ſuperadding cf this joynt Teſtimony. | 
xt xe ſhould infiſt to deſcant upon rhe Title ani Subſcribers of that 
we might ſav miany things, which netther would be pleaſanc 
het ro hear, nor have we any delighr ro rake into. While they de- 


rage 


fon of _ mſelves well af; eFed perſons, 1 they mean 1n reference to piety and 
Religion, it would be bur little leng if we ſhould give the true cha- 
raters of ſundry of thenr who are known to us, and within our bounds, 
what ſome of them have becn in all the turnings of rice face times, an 
what they yet are; Ihis will (we reſt.) make our pains neediefſe. 25 
to this : Pur poſe, that as ir 1s known, how the body of the truely gotly,Mi- 
mſters and People, throughout the land, lo. abominate and mourn over 
their way,however they have differed in other things among themiclycs; 
So we are confident, wherever they are KNOW HIGH piety ( whatever it 
ny will nor be periwaſive to comment this cour'e im the elteen or ans 

alicerning godly men. We wiſh they har | SIVEN a greater hay of ten» 

dermnefte and piety, than ro aſſert 1h that very Title, thar rhey arc perfons 
in and about E Edinburgh, "a Janleſſe they m the molt of rhe corners of thts 
Land ro be 1n and about it, this will be found a manifert igeruth - There 
bcing but a ſew of the Names we have ſeen ar that Petition within all 
OUT bounds, an.i the moſt 0: tHe _ tiered in the Count FEY, Any m11es 
Tom this plac e. That which we think moſt itrance 11 this onveig! NANCE, 
's, That diverſe perſons \Þt ofefledly oppotire to the way of the Quakers, 
w hot Ee princlpics and w ay have been alrea:t: t5 ral | open to.012 WOrikdt, 
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'n their crue colours ; yer do ioyn with them in figning that Petition. 
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UNITE? Th1s as 1t gIVES. us taulſe ro believe the truth of - what 18 Cre- 


My informed, cf their g gathering hands co {cveral Copies of that Pett- 
2 in ſeveral parts of the Countrey ( ſome. of the Petitioners little 
owing With whom they joyned 10 b ) which ar laſt they pur togerher 
1 one paper : So It giv eth us'to underſiand what a liberty the deſigne!: < 
that Petition intend, even no other than what will co: Uprc nend rhelſc 
wakers who joyn wi h them . ſome of whom have publiſhed 1m prin 
under their hands, nor cnly vile reproaches againit the * Mynaſiery of this 
Church. but grofic ErFOUrS agait the t ruth of © - namely ( to 1n- 


{tance 1n ſome Partic ular 'S 1 nat Tc E £6 ULY in this life are withour fn ; 
Thar the light whereby every Tons r cometh into the worli 1s cniicht- 


3011 
cnc. 15 nut the I1ghr of nature. bur a ws Tc & lien: as to ſave them 
how : OO Rs 
VIiO v1 ut [T6 I OW It's VE Chi "Ht hi umnſet 0 
wly WAY; That men {wze ab! 0 full 


13 a DoRrin? of Devils to ſay, God commanderh nit! tot which they 
are not able to performe:; Thar the Sci Ones are 1t.the word of God, 
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Don lantly clear whats deluge of abominations they plead to be ſecured | 
UL Al alzett they have endeavoured to conveigh their defigne more 1 
CLOfet, 'n their Periticns Yet Q ir Agents have ſpoken their mind more 
Elly 11 ther Piovſ2:;: wherein they crave, thar none diffenting from 
te National! Profeilion of the Doris and Church-diſcip! ine. here cſta- 
vlithed , bedecharred or moleſted, bur enjoy equal proteRion and <n- 
COUragement in tne exerciſe of their Church- profettion-, provided they 


profcile faith in Jeſs Chr {t.and do not make uſe of this hi5erty to colour 
{ it 


als Tas actices, and it b\ not extended to Popery. or Prelacy : 
ent all this no:wichſtanding any lawes made to the contrary. This 15 In- 
deed 2 Toler ation as large 23 any that cyer hath been pieaded-for by the 
W1Kdeit cf Herer icks,and very far irom that mudeity that hath appeared 11 


any judicious an | ſober men. though otherwile enclining to moder 
02 1n fome diffe! ENCES. Hereby Aon cut the finewes of ail c- 


TC! 

£rcive power of cenſure in matrers of Religion, either by the Magittratc 
or Dy the Church, an{ ai< not content to be ſecured againft any Civ 
reitraint to be laid on, unlefic alſo all Civil Sandtions eftabliſhing 

Reformed Religion bd exerciſe of Church-diicipline be abrogared , ©! 
Made void, Kecadat to not content themielves to pleat for Toteration 1 
mn2tters of Church- on*itution and Governinent, but in matcers of Do 
arine alſo, an tar in ſuch a latitude, that 1f they profefle farch 1m Chriſt. 
ey muſt go free ; . And, what HeretICks, how vile loever, will tor pro- 
feſle ſo 11 ch, if they turn not Keathens, Turks, or Jews ? All theſe orher 
Cautions Aflierertct h former concetlions of liberty ro ainfſenters are ga: ”*- 
Edt (as, that they mult profeſle faith 1n the holy Trinit y, acknow led po ri16 


holy $ criprures robe the revealed Word of God , that they pub iſh x not 
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horrid Blaſphemies.thar th Wy revite wo rhe Miniſtery or their Aſcent 

nor + ye D themin the wertiip of God, &c, ) all rhete are * cre paf (fTes 
over i 2 general of profeſing Faith in Chriſt , and being free of [1cer 
er pradtices. And we night very juſtly enquire of them , ina tem 
principles why they wouls feclude Popery and Prelacy. more then rh 


reſt”, and that nor only confidering how the very body of Popiſh Do: 
| OG Wo _ by - : * > of a 
arm? Nay confſt with profeſiing faith in Chriſt , atwell as other dam- 


nave errours; And learned men before us have demonſtrate; what 4 
progrefſe Popiſh opinions have are a4 made nnder the * colour of new 


7) 
tigfits C3f not alſo. by rome Emiſflaries their infinuating themiclyes 
among ſeveral Sets for that effect ) Bur we would gladly know whar ar- 
guments they can bring from the Word of God for ſecluding thoſe az 
corrupt Opinions and Religions, which wil! nor militare aſwel] againtt 
other errours, even owned by foie of them. This alſo may further dit- 
cover the deſign of theie Petitloners, and the iniquity. of their defires, 
thar they are not conrente ro plead tor foryearance, or proteation on! v. 
in ther way, but that thev, though never fo erroneous, enioy cquol cn- 
couragement with the Sound ani Orthodox,: A thing condemned cyen 
by thoſe who yet in many calcs plead for a Toleration, and mon un:uft in 
it ſelf, thar thoſe who profeſle the Truth, ſhould nor only exten |} pity t© 
{pare deluded men, but encourage an: maintain them in Fo ei perni- 
£10US WAYES., | | 
We cannot but be cunfident , that throvgh the blefling of God , the 
very diſcovery of the iniquity of = is courſe, will break tne ſnare to all 
thoſe who are not given up to wantonnefſe of mind; for not recerving the 
mn in love, and are nor defekt dcfigns to r00t the true Reformed Re. 
ON ovt of this Land, And indeed, 1f men rurn nor Scept! 
_ Religion , bur do acknowledge there 15 truth: an; 
weoerid,and rhat men ought to be cftablifhed jm the prefene Truth.an nut 
2 reel every day, 2 Pet.1. 12. { for, how elſe could men either preach 
Ay thing as a truth, or how could they die with comfort , or ſtiffer for 
7 ruth, as nor knowing but a new day might produce new light ? ) 
en jr muſt certainty be an iniquity tolet. men rin looſe to: do what 15 


H 


11 their Own eyc T, an ts Ive Ny elle encouragement to the £roi- 
* of Hereticks then to che fairhful friends of Trath. If Herefie be a 
:he flein no yl hs \duicery, Murder,&c. Gaj.s, IC S7. it 
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re jadictal co the 1ouis of ochers than a Gangrene mn any m<mber 1s to 
rhe body, 2 Tim. 2,17,18, And if SE dancers by theſe BoQrines be no 


(14eatl full t to the Church than I ErLIEVUUS W olves 9. aL: TO flocks, Alto 
ir muſt be great cruelty, yot cnlv to PORE Oh to CNCOUTAage {Ucn 
3 F012 08 to ther OwN perdition . Pr to ſee k the per iition of ers, 


rovided they hold faſt a general profeiiion of faith in _Jefus Chriſt. It 
ir, 15 DPodrine and Worſhip be a2 mean cf citabliihing and mulrivly- 

> arch > ( as the Pr ati ce of the Apoſtics makes clear. ef 

ndgms tte DB! {ctpies rroubled, ani their _ ſubyerted with d1ifplurtes _ 
BUNS bf PoOUDHtIN 4mMong them. 44, 15: 2 4:40 eftabl:th rhkem and co 

F15072-T0. thor mcreate; by Fes Becre ce | luppretiing the errour, AF. 16, 

Os 3 An: if, UPCa SITE ICONAT, A Mini Res y be appointed t'O bring the 


people 


<6ple of God to unity in the truth, and keep them 1n it, Eph. 4.8,8,17, 
'h-12,13, 14. It muſt be an unqueſt jonable cruelty to ſeek encourages 
27 to fet.up that which cannot but retard rhe progrefſe of the Go- 
and fruſtrare the labeurs of the Miniftery. In the dayes , wherein 

| {3th promiſed that he will give his people nor only one heait., bur 


1, Jer. 32. 39. Ani that nor only rhe Lord, but His Name alſo, ( or 


24nccs In way of profcilion ) thall be one, Zech. I4.9. and wherein 
it harh prayed , that His people may be one, as a apy mean to 
he truth - of Chrittian Religion , Z0b.-15. 20;.21 22; 23. They 
"e very linfully 1mployed, who m icad o of aro over, or leek- 
"& repalr the tO Many br eaches t nat already are , Or mp ſenſible 
44 prejudices redounding thereby to the wor k of the Goſpel, do 
themiclvyes ſo attively ro multiply them , and to be a in 
1 = And if ſuch a Toleratton hath produced lai Fruits , even 1n 
es where Relipicn 1s not fetled How much more abominable :: 
| _ it in this Church, which, in the great mercy of Gol, 1s ſerle:' 
'oMrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government , to the preſerva; 
"cof , both Nations arc engage by the Oith of Gol? This 
; 15 nothing elſe but to endeavour to Tha; up the hedge p-: 
xt about His Yinevard , 25: to open a door to the atheiſtic 
ine, under pretence of new [1ghts , fic kly to ayow the 
27 of all Ordinances and Truths of che Goſpel, ro the grief a! 
:Ng of all the truly Godly, 
: 15 nether neceſlary nor pofhible, in this brief Teſtimony, to « 
i rs ito this Controyerfie, or ro condeſcend upon the ma 
10:0ns neceſſary for the right ttating rhereof, or ro propountl 
::c the arguments confirming the rruth, Theſe are extant in rl 
:1rings of others before us, to be peraſed by all who defire ': 
3, and theſe Peritioners haye ſaved us a labour, propouni! 
res I fo large terms that they ſeclude nothing that bears ti 
-/r1ſttaniry, except only the names of Popery ani Prelacy; No! 
: them thar any ſhould plead for a permuyſhen or forbear 
; unlefle they be cenconraged and countenance alſo. _Therc- 
| Fanly give a brief hint of our principles and ons in thi 
79d for the cftablitning of ne ſouls of his people. 
'e are nor ignorant what an rdzim 18 caſt upon us and the © 
ref. Chriſt eftablitfied his Church, as if 1r were full of 7 
evrannically execuced by us againſt all who diffent from us, 
1ave been very 1Þ Jarmyg to cenſure; ny who have mal lefectic 
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canfctences of theſe who ar any thyme have heencenſured . will beat with? 
for us, that theſe Cenſures haveheendrawn rorch with all meckneſſe anc 
long-ſuffering , after the nie of all previous means enoyned us by Chriſt, 
And as to our principles , we. profeſſe we are very far from that rigonr 
which ſome would charge uponns, as if we held that cvery leſſer diffe- 
rence ſhould bring men pretently under the Jaſh either of Civil or Eccletia- 
ickCenſare, and tharno difference of opinion canbe ſuffered by us, We 
areclear thar in many rings of common pradice ina Church , rhere may 
beanagrecment by Accommocation , though difference of judginent re- 
main abour the things themſelves. We acknowledge alſo char mens optn3- 
ons do not fa!l under this Queſtion, fo long as they do not ipread and dt - 
vulge them to infe& orhers, nor endeavour to propagate them by (chitma- 
tical and ſcandalous wayes : We are alfo convinced , that all warters of 
difference arenor of alike weight and importance, fo rhat men mult ettite 
renounce their opinions, or elſe incur Cenſare , or be denied proteation : 
We do readily yeeld that { as we all prophefic bur in part, ſo) menins 

hurch may compoie debates , by putting an end to contentions , thong]: 
they be not all of one judgment ; and herein we judge the Apoſile hath ter 
the rule before us, -1 Cor, 11,15, We yecldalſo , thar as fevereſt Centure: 
2nd Puniſhments are not to be inflied for every offence; So a great diffe 
rence 15 to be put betwixr aQtive Sedycers, and them who in ſimplicity 2: 
miſled. Burt {judging it needleffe, in: dealing with theſe Petitioners, t 
Hip any further in this bufineſſe)) this we hold ro be agreable to the Wor! 
of God, That Chriſtian Magiſtrates and Church-judicatories , ought to |-: 
{o far from conniving at, or encouraging, that they ovght in their 1© 
{ipective places , and with thar prudence and meckneſle that becometh , en 
4eavour to reſtrain ſuch grofie ar4 dammable_crrours,, asarealready yentes 
voy ſome of rheſe Petitioners . and may be comprehended under the genera] 
cermes of their defire, and rhe promoters rhercof ; and that wherher chewy 
erre in the marters of faith, or in what relateth to rhe ſtanding of a v!: 
ible Church, which is the pillar upon which truch hangeth , and whic! 
being overturned, expoſeth the truth to hazard, 

Thar this duty 1s incumbent ro every Church in reference co her ow! 
members, is moſtclearly aſſerted in Scriprvre, where ſtopping the mouths 
of Herericks, their rejze&ion and excommunication are recommended by 
precept and example, 77, 1. 10, 11. an? 3.10. 21 77h. 1.10,20. We find 
Churches cenſured by Chrift himſelf for the negle& of Diſcipline againſt 
izife Teachers, Rev. 2. 14, 20. andorhers commended for their zeal in 
this particular , chough found faulty inother things , Rev. 2. 2,4, And 
icing there are no Churches wirhin theſe Fations , though of a differen: 
Confſtitation and Government from ours, who do not claim and exercite 
2 power of Ditcipline over thetr own members; we fee nor how the like 
liberty can be denied ro this Church over her own members , when they 
make defection from her. As for Civil Powers, weare ſorry to find, thar 
10wever the Scriprures promiſe them , as Xurſing Fathers tro the Church ; 
Yer many now would turn chem mere ©p*#2rors of the wrongs done ro 
Chriftand His Truth , ſo long as their cj»! 1-cace is not diſturbed, as : they 

B non! 
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Mouid be Gaff59's to ca! for none of thoſe things, and as if equal prote&i- 
or. and encouragement of Errour as well as Truth , were the only duty of 
Chriſtjan Magiſtrates , which Hiſtories recorded to have been the great 
engine of 7uljan the Apoſtate for overthrowing rhe Chriſtian Religion. 
A principle this is contrary to the very light of nature in the moſt re$ned 
Narions , none of which would admit Innovations in Religion, though 
ſome did otherwiſe upon polirick confiderations, making Rchgion a ſlave'ro 
their Incereſts. And thongh they erred in the application , Yer in thar and 
the like general principles the Lord leads them as witneſſes againſt His 
_ Peopic in their way of ſerving the rrue God, Fer. 2. 10,11. That the 
Law of Mfrs was exprefly contrary to this Toleration, is, we ſuppoſe, 
denied by nonc, and yet the moſt of theſe plea's now urged for it, raken 
from the fallibility of men, liberty of conſcience, &c. were of as great 
force thenias now. Nor wil rhey perſwade conſcientious men that theſe do 
not obJjige us now till they make 1t out that moral rranſgreſiions, ( ſuch as 
theſe are} puniſhable rhenby God's command , muſt have a law of immu- 
- DIty and encouragement now , and that what is enjoyned 1n the fourth 
_ Command, is nor moraland perpetual, thar Parenrs and Maſters in theje 

families, and Magiſtrates within the gares ſhould ſee to rhe Sandification 
of the Sabbath .. and'confequently to the Worſhip of God pubvlickly per- 
formed orthis day. And this we conceive doth ſo much rhe more ſtrongly 
conclude, that we find Law and Practice for this, before the judicial Laws 
were Publiſhed; Not only Abraham commanding his children and houſhold 
zo keep the way of the Lord, Gen. 18, 19. and Facob ſuppreilirg taite wor- 
{nip in his family, Ger. 35. 2,3,4. Burcvenin Fob's, rime and Countrey. 
ir was a received Maxime, that Idolatry ( as well as Adultery ) was pr 
niſhable by the Magiſtrate, Fob 31. 9,10,11. Tr.1s not to any purpole t 
except, that theſe Laws of Moſes did chicfly ſtrike ( if not only ) again; 
Irofle Idolatty and Blaſphemies : For neither do we urge rhat every Errou: 
thouid be puniſhed , nor do we know what height of Blaſphemies men ma y 
come inco ( as we ſee by roo fad experience) who yer may profeſle all that 
is required by thefe Petitioners, in men to be encouraged. And withall, wet 
And godly Kings of Fadah have extended theſe Laws further than to ſuc) 
grofſe abomirztions : for, godly 7a did not only cut off rhe Pricits wh: 
facrifnccd to Idols on the high places, 2 King. 23. 20, Dut degraded theft: 
who ſacrificed there even ts the Lord only , 2 Xing. 23.8.9. 45 theſe Ute: 
rences of high places way be further cleared, from 2 Chron. 14. 3, 5 WIN 
chap. 15. 1, and chap. 33.17. As for the dayes of the Goſpel, albelt 
Magitrarcs were not Chriſtians when the New Teſtament was WHEN, Yer 
we find fnffcicnt ground to clear ns yet further, rhat theic Law's g1yen OL 
old by God are 1] in force, For, it is fore-propheficd, that tac kings Ol 
the eart!: ſhall deſtroy Antichriſt, Acve/,17, 16, And why ought rey NOT 
aiſo to ſuppreſle other errours which are bur limbs of Antickrifiian Doctrine. 
on} che Dramas chereok Iicel haſt? 1. 70h, 2,12, And we finde 
and the promorers thereof !itcle Anrichiift 2/1: 705. 2.18, AN | " 
that in rrnes when Chriifjan Magiſtrates were wanting , It did pleaſe the | 
Lord tOtucrpoſe, ina more immediate way , for puniſhing oaftina te Or 
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the Magiſtrat's power under the New Teſtament, is given him for the pit- 
niſhment of ev?/ doers, Rom. 13.3, 4. Now, SeduRion being an evil deed. 
20 19. 11. and the Text ſpeaking indefinitly of all fach , w& would 
take heed of obtruding onr diftindions upon 1t 3 And that ſo much the ra- 
ther as Chriſtians are to pray fur this benefit by Magiſtrates, that they may 
live under them not only inall bcreffy , but inall godfinefſe alſo, 1 Tim. 2. 
1,2, whick can never be withour ſoundneſſe in Doftrine, and purity in 
Worſhip. And whereas ſome except, that unbelief and covetouſneſle arc 
a\fo evil deeds, and yer net purithed by. the Magiſtiare; We gtanr, that 
anbelict and covetouſneſle in the heart, do nor fall under the cognition of 
the Magiftrare { as neither is he to cognoſce on fimple opinions in the mind ) 
Yet, unbelief profefled and propagared, and covcrouſnefle put in pracd'ce 
£© rhe prejudice of others, onght to be puniſhed by him. 

We know this truth of God is traduced. as a perfcenting of men for theti 
confcience, and an encroachment upon the liberty puarchaicd rhem by Chrift. 
But as we diſclaim troubling of men. for the f:mple lighr of their Conſci- 
ences , if it break nor forth in Dodrine ant Praftices z So the Scripevie 
hath taugnc us, that pertecution 1s only a putting men ro ſvffer for rights. 
ewſneſſe , and nor the reſtrazning of abominable errours, And as we know 
mens conſciences are nor their fupream rule, nor lawlele things 5 Soliver- 
ty to crre and ſeduce, ro vent Hes , and father thcm upon the God of 
truth, &c. 1s no part of that liberty purchaſed to us by the death of Chriit ; 
Bur ir 1s in effect a caprivity and ſnare to be cntargled therewith .. 2.7717. 2. 
25,26. and chap. 3.6,7. and to be ſervants to corruprion under pretence of 
liberty, 2 Pet. 2. 19, Yea, to fathcr this vpon Chriſtian liberty, ſayourerh 
1ankly of that oltway of turning the grace of onr God into laiciviouſneſs., 
We are not infenfible, h5Ww this truth of God hath been abuſed and pur to 
therakby Antichriſt and his followers ro cruſh the profeſſonrs of truth.: 
But we have learned, thar no truth, though abuſed , muſt be caſt awav 
nor yer becauſe truth 15 ſuppreſied by the enemies of the Goſpel,muſt there- 
fore errours be ſparcd by the friends of Chrifts We acknowledge alſo it is 
a mercy ,, if in ſad times truth ger, were it bura Toleration , Yer we can- 
not thcreſore allow , that crrour ſhould have ſo much. Xor do we look 
npon it as any convincing argument , to tell us, that were our ſclres at rhe 
ke diſadvar tage with our Profeiſion , we might be as ready ro picad tor 4 
Tolejation as others ; For, we find Chriſt and His Apoſtles, when conveen: - 
£ before Magiſtrates ,, never madc vie of that deicnce , That a Tolcration 
in Religion ( be what it will) was dne from the Civil Magiſtrate , but 
pleaded fill the truth of ther Doarine + Ard,though Paul was frequently 
undcr perſecution ; yer we fird him againſt Tolcration, Gal.5. 11, with 
12. Ner was Eli:ab rhe Ifle 7calous againſt falſe Prophets, 1 Krng. 18. 40. 
Nat there was a Jezebel ready to peariecnte hifllelf, 2 King. 19. 2... And 
though we be ercompaſicd with infirmitics 3 yer, in fo far as we have cb- 
tained mercy, we are ready to fay (as Pa; did, AZFs 25, 11.) Tharif we 
followed any errour , we refuſe not to be reſi ragacd 1n it, and ſhould counr 
2ur ſelves moſt unhappy it we were inſtrumental to propagate any Errour.,. 
'nd fet our ſelves ro overturn a blefied work of Retormation in the protecu- 
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Having thus briefly pointed : the finfirſneſſe of this courſe, We do ity 
| che fear of the Lord warn all theſe ( eſpecially within our charge) who. 
have anhan in this matter, to conſider from wheace rhey have fallen and 
£9 repent 3 and do exhore them in the bowels of Chriſt, thar they do £xa-' 
Mine impartially whar rheir defigns are , upcn which rhey tave engagedin 
this courie, fo deftrudive ro their Mother-Charch , and the Truths of 
Chrift eſtabliſhed in her; and that racy forgear to proſecute the pulling 
downof anh<dge, to let in Popery and Atheiſm , lit a Serpent bite them. 
Weare not ignorant how pleaſing licenrious liberty is to the fleſh; yer thei: 
coniciences will cafily tell ther, that it was none of 4427's happineſle ro 
have more room out of Paradiſe than within it. And that it js no mercy 
tor men to haye liverty to do every one what 15 righr in his own eyes, 
witjch hath been the plague and fad poſture of the Church-of God in her 
declining times, We do likewiſe exhorrall the Loxdt's people within our 
bounds, as ro mourn betore the Lord inbenalf of thoſe who have declined, 
and that ſuch abominations ſhould find any ro own them among us; So a'ſ7 
"tghrly ro improve ſuch humbling diſpenſations ; That rhey ſtudy fobr:e-+ 
of mind, the want whereof hath miicarried ſo many ; Thar they recetiye 
the love of the Truth , for the neglea whereot , God is provoked to 0 
ſtrong delufions ; That they converſe more in the ſtudy of their own: 1114- 
fnlneſfe, and the ſufficiency of Chriſt , which being fill ſavoury, will keep 
them from gadding after novelties in Religion; That they improve Ord!- 
nances as becomerh , left feſted-in formalicy draw on contempt of Or}. 
\ nances; That they wou'd unite among themſelves in matters of inferioo* 
differences , that ſo they may. joynriy lay forth chemſelves, in their Navt- 
ons, for obſtructing the proereſſe ot chis dcluge.g- which is ready to fwal- 
fow up all Religion 5 And tnat they impioy Chriftnuch , whe 15 tein 
and Head of His own Church, thatby His own Spirit He would mterpor= 
to ſtop the carrent of cheſe Delufions and Defe&ons , thar Tran: , 
and Perce, and Holineffe may yer flouriſh in the midſt of us. Even fo, Core 
£23rd Feſus, 48: 
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